Dear Parents and Participants of the MTTM & Jacob’s Generation Summer Camps:
As we prepare for another exciting and life-changing summer camp, please take time to read through this informational letter and download the attached documents.  There is a packing list of things you'll need to make sure you have for camp.  

Camp Start/Stop Times:  If the youth are using our chartered transportation, for them, camp begins the moment they step into the bus or vehicle.  Please provide a sack lunch for your youth if he/she is taking the bus from Germany to Belgium -- something not messy (no beverages but water please), no chips.  Each bus company has different rules about eating on the bus.  Please use the trash bags provided and keep the bus tidy!
Transportation:  If your you are using the transportation provided, a schedule of pick up/drop off times for your perspective base will be available for download on the website: www.jacobsgen.org.  PLEASE be on time for the pick-up and drop-off of your student.  Waiting on one camper can make everyone late to camp and many other families have a long wait for the bus when it’s late.  
Registration Forms:  If your Registration form has not been sent to the address provided 10 days prior to the event, do not send it.  The form will not make it in time.  These forms are very important as they will allow us to take you to the Emergency Room if the need arises.  Even if your parent is working as a counselor we still need this form signed and turned in.  All forms must be signed.  Campers without signed Registration forms will not be admitted into the camp!  Electronic submissions are fine, but an original with signature must accompany the youth to camp and be turned in during the Registration process when you arrive at the Chateau.  If you still owe your camp payment, include the balance with the registration form and put in a sealed envelope.
Camp Fee Balance:  If any balance of the camp fee is unpaid when the youth departs for camp, please have the youth bring Cash for the balance.  We will not be able to accept checks without having 2 weeks for the checks to clear. Put the cash in an envelope with the campers name printed on the front, along with the registration form if it hasn’t been turned in, so as we get large groups of camper in, they won't get mixed up.
IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT SLEEPING BAGS:  You need to bring a clean sleeping bag or bedding (sheets and blanket.)  In Belgium, we do have bunk beds with mattresses and bedding is less bulky to pack.  In Okinawa, the youth need a sleeping bag and may bring an air mattress also (optional.) It is your responsibility to have bedding and a pillow, not ours.  We do not furnish bedding, sleeping bags or towels, except for youth flying in from England or mainland Japan and Guam.
Spending Cash:  Parents please note that your teenager is responsible for his/her own wallet, ID card and spending cash.  We do our best to make sure our camps are as secure as possible and thievery has not been a problem in the past.  However, teens misplacing or leaving their wallets somewhere has been.  Please speak to your teen about being responsible with his/her possessions.  Please note:  Our activities will be on the "economy" and any food/beverages/souvenirs that your teen can buy will be in local currency.  The optional activities will be in local currency also (prices are listed on the flyer.)  We have an in-house concession stand with reasonable prices for snacks, sodas, etc. and prices will be in dollars and local currency.

T-Shirts:  We are selling very high quality Camp T-shirts for $15.  We will have sizes Small, Medium, Large, X-Large.  ALL the proceeds from the T-shirt sales go back into offsetting Summer Camp costs and helping to keep our prices low (and provide financial aid) at future MTTM/JG Camps. 

Alternative Activities:  There are many activities going on at the same time during several of our afternoons which cost nothing.  However, we’ve added a few that some youth may be interested in.  This is OPTIONAL and the entrance fee has not been added into the camp fee, so there is an additional cost.  
CAMP RULES:  Parents:  please review with your youth!
Gender Areas:  Boys are not allowed inside the girls' sleeping area (bathrooms/cabins/locker rooms, etc.)  and girls are not allowed inside the boys' sleeping area (bathrooms/cabins/locker rooms, etc.) or on their floor.  These rules are in force at all times.  You may wait for your friends, be they of the opposite sex, outside or in the hallway/foyer.

"No Touchy":  There will be no physical contact between boys and girls.  This includes "horseplay", holding hands, etc.  Even if you are allowed to date at home, you are not at home, and romantic pursuits are inappropriate at a Christian Camp.  It should go without saying that the "No Touchy" rule applies between campers/counselors as well (no headlocks, etc., as innocent as it may seem.)  Adult workers, please abide by this as well, as an example. 

Respect Adults, Respect Each Other:  Please be respectful to your Small Group Mentors (SGM’s) and all the camp workers in the way you speak and act.  Most of them have taken personal vacation time to make these camps possible.  Your Small Group Mentor (SGM) is responsible for you at all times.  You must report to him/her whenever you are asked, for your own safety.  When we are at an activity outside the camp facility, please make sure your SGM knows where you are at the facility we're visiting.  Respect each other by refraining from using derogatory language and put-downs such as "stupid", "loser", or using the Lord’s name in vain.  We are striving to maintain a positive Christian atmosphere.  

Swearing:  It should go without saying that foul language is unacceptable.  

Participation:  In most cases, we will not offer the option of "hanging out" while the rest of the group goes to a planned activity.  We do our best to arrange a large variety of activities for all interests, and in many instances you'll be able to choose between sports, games, drama, arts and crafts, etc.  However, when we're going somewhere or doing something as a group, we must all go together.  If you prefer not to, or cannot for some reason, participate in an activity, please tell your SGM, so we can make other arrangements for you if possible.  

Leaving the Camp:  From the time you are registered until we officially end the camp, you are our responsibility.  No camper is allowed to leave the Camp Facility or leave the premises of any of the "outings".  

Cell-Phones, CD Players, Hand-held Games, Misc. Electronics:  We advise the parents not to send electronics with their teens, except to be used on the bus.  Due to the constant distraction, cell phones are prohibited at the camp (although allowed during transportation.)  If the teen needs to speak to a parent, he/she may use the phone of a counselor.  If a parent needs to speak to a teen, you may call one of the contact numbers sent to you before camp and we will ensure that you speak to your child.  Electronics must be turned in to the office when the teen arrives.  The item will be bagged, tagged with the camper’s name, and locked up until the end of camp.  This is to deter theft and loss as well as eliminating the problem of having the distraction of teens talking to "friends" who aren't at camp on their phones and for us to not have to monitor listening to inappropriate music, playing violent video games, etc.  

Medication/Special Needs:  If you have asthma or another ailment where you need medication with you, please bring a note from your parents (there is a place to annotate it on the Registration form).  Asthmatics should keep his/her inhaler on their person at all times. Because inhalers are normally prescribed, the First Aid we have does not have an inhaler.  Parents, please reinforce this with your asthmatic teen!  We suggest bringing 2 inhalers, if you have 2, allowing the teen's SGM to keep one with him/her and the teen keeping hold of the other one.  We don't want to take chances with someone's life!  If you take another medication, parents if you want your child to keep that medication with them and be responsible themselves for taking it, please annotate that on the Registration form.  Otherwise, all medication will be turned into the office.  If your teen has a severe allergy, you must let us know so we can avoid anything that would trigger an allergy attack.  We will do our utmost to help guard against harmful contacts, but please brief your child on what to be aware of for those with allergies and special medical needs.
WATER:  Dehydration is always a concern at camp because we are very active.  The teens are required to drink enough water to keep them hydrated at all times.  Failing to drink enough water is very dangerous.  If the teen refuses to drink water (we provide clean, purified drinking water) the parents may be called and the teen may be taken out of an activity.  

LIGHTS OUT/WAKE UP CALL:  Your SGM will let you know what time we're scheduled to turn out the lights at night or get up.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  During the time after "Lights Out" and before "Wake Up Call", you are to remain in your assigned sleeping area.  Except to use the restroom, you may not be in the halls or outside of your cabin after Lights Out or before Wake Up.  After Wake Up time, you will have approximately an hour and a half to get showered, dressed, tidy up your area and eat breakfast.  After the allotted time, if you haven't eaten, you won't be able to leave the scheduled activity to go eat.  So, MAKE SURE YOU'RE ON TIME!

Personal Property:  The teenagers are responsible for whatever items they bring to camp.  We can lock some small items up in the office.   However, we stress that the teen must keep track and secure his/her personal belongings.  If you bring snacks (junk food) to camp, bring enough to share with the others in your small group, and be prepared to do that.

ABSOLUTELY NO TOBACCO, ALCOHOL or DRUGS:  If you have any form of tobacco, alcohol or drugs on your person or have contact with them during the camp, your parents will be called and you will be expelled from the camp without a refund of camp fees.

Appropriate Clothing:  Our “dress code” (for lack of a better term) is that the youth wear appropriate clothing at all times.  Our definition of “appropriate” is such:  No “belly shirts” showing the midriff, no low-cut shirts, no “spaghetti straps” (this is defined by straps that are the same width or smaller than the bra strap), no shorts shorter than mid-thigh, and no clothing with controversial writing or symbols.  Please do not pack skirts or dresses as our camp, even in chapel services, the environment is casual. 

Why The Rules Are Important:  These rules are not meant to keep the youth from having a good time, but to ensure that they and the other campers are having a good time in a safe, healthy environment, free from conflict and controversy.  Willfully breaking the rules can result in your parent having to come retrieve you from camp, and there would be no refund for those who are "expelled" from camp.
We will have email access, so please keep in contact through Facebook or at jacobsgen@gmail.com
